ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A near-field optical head has a minute structure 


formed in the support member for interacting with a recording 
medium via near-field light. An optical waveguide is provided 
on the support member for guiding light between a light source 
and the minute structure. The optical waveguide has a core, a 
clad and a reflective surface, the core having an end face 
facing the reflective surface and being spaced therefrom so 
that light traveling through the optical waveguide is 
projected from the end face of the core onto the reflective 
surface and is reflected by the reflective surface toward the 
minute structure. Information is recorded to and/or read from 
the recording medium based on the scattering of near-field 
light between the recording medium and the minute structure 
while the near-field optical head is positioned over the 
surface of the recording medium. 



